
• Provide an overview of Phase One community engagement

• Provide Planning 101 background

• Finalize vision and prioritize guiding principles for the General Plan Update

Tony Avila, Juan Blanco, Colby Estes (Alternate), Laura Gordon, Theresa Hambro, Matthew 

Harris, Pat Hunt, Joe Parisio, Teresa Lamping, Deborah Rutkowski-Hines, Jason Zink  

Lourdes T. Everett, Aurora Hernandez, Sheri Kaneshiro 

Rob Bruce, Planning Manager - Department of Economic and Community Development 

Carlene Saxton, Senior Planner - Department of Economic and Community Development 

Raimi + Associates –Simran Malhotra, Melissa Stark 

Four members of the public attended 

Call to Order 

• Pledge of Allegiance.

• Approval of GPAC #2 Meeting minutes. Motion made by Juan Blanco, seconded by Matthew Harris.

Planning 101 (City Staff-led) 

• Carlene Saxton provided an overview of a General Plan, land use approvals, zoning, specific plans,

and Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA).

Pop-up Workshops Overview 

• Melissa Stark gave an overview of Phase One community engagement including stakeholder

interviews, workshop #1, community survey #1, five pop-up workshops, and results from previous

GPAC meetings. Next, Simran Malhotra provided a composite summary of the vision, priorities and
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opportunities from all meetings and how they relate to the General Plan guiding principles and 

vision themes. 

Vision + Guiding Principles Discussion and Prioritization  

• Simran Malhotra introduced draft vision themes and guiding principles crafted from public input 

and provided context for how they are implemented through the General Plan. Then, participants 

were divided into three groups each with one General Plan Team facilitator to further discuss and 

edit the draft vision and guiding principles memo. Groups worked for 45-minutes, then reported 

back to the larger group for further discussion. A summary of edits is provided below. Detailed 

changes made to the draft vision and guiding principles memo is attached. 

o Homelessness needs to be addressed 

o Entry or mid-level jobs should be added 

o Diversity needs to be addressed 

o Maintain semi or semi-rural environment  

o Include pride, unity, outward expression of a positive community 

o High quality businesses 

o Better connected trails, open space, neighborhoods and parks 

o Access to healthcare 

o Beautify/improve Palmdale Boulevard 

o Sustainable businesses including private aerospace 

o Smart city – technologically advanced 

o Neighborhood services within walking distance from housing 

o Maintain high quality air 

Additional Discussion 

• 1993 General Plan applicability 

• General Plan examples from cities of Lancaster and Santa Clarita 

• Existing and future city utilities including septic tanks 

Public Comment 

• Four members of the public were present. One shared feedback, which is below. 

o Additional medical services and facilities are needed in Palmdale. Many Palmdale 

residents go into the Los Angeles basin to receive medical care. 

Wrap-up and Next Steps 

• Upcoming Meetings: 

o Next GPAC meeting - December 11, 2019 

o Planning Commission Update – December 12, 2019 

o City Council Update – December 17, 2019 

8:30 pm Adjourn 

 

Attachment: Redlined Vision and Guiding Principles document 








